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Designing for Equity 



EQUITY 
 
eq·ui·ty noun \ˈe-kwə-tē\ 
 
: fairness or justice in the way people are treated 
 
finance : the value of a piece of property (such as a house) after any 
debts that remain to be paid for it (such as the amount of a mortgage) 
have been subtracted 
 
: a share in a company : a share of a company's stock 
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  “Cities are the story of the 21st century.”         

 
  

Michael Kimmelman, The New York Times 
The Politics of Public Space 

Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University 
    February 6, 2014 
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World Urban Forum 2014: Urban Equity in Development – Cities
for Life, April 5-11, Medellin, Colombia
Start Date: April 05, 2014 End Date: April 11, 2014 Location: Medellin, Colombia
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Cities are increasingly becoming recognized as the locus of economic and social development. The world has
reached a tipping point, where half of the world’s population is already living in cities, while more than 1 billion
people are living in slums. With rapid urbanization, more than 2 billion people will move to cities in the
developing world.

The World Bank Institute Urban Practice’s knowledge exchange and learning program equips city leaders,
municipal staff, and other practitioners with innovative strategies and tools to realize the potential benefits of
urbanization. We support national and local governments and our staff in the following areas:

Core elements of city management, including resource mobilization and financial management,
integrating land use and transport, geo tools for growth and systems for accountability, transparency and
public participation.
Sustainable access to safe water, waste management, affordable shelter and services, and creating
acceptable living conditions, particularly in informal settlements.
Proactive risk management to design policies to enhance resilience to disasters and climate adaptation,
and community-based approaches for preventing urban crime and violence.
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Guiding Principles: 
 

• Produce economic stability for city residents that allows residents to meet their basic needs; 
 

• Increase upward mobility of residents to create a vibrant and expanding middle class that reflects the 
ethnic and racial diversity of our nation; 

 

• Make cities affordable, accessible, livable, sustainable and inclusive places to live; 
 

• Maximize city infrastructure, investment, purchasing power, and other leveraging tools to expand 
opportunities and equality for residents; and, 

 

• Ensure that the federal and state governments recognize the importance of cities in producing national 
prosperity and equality and empower local governments. 





designforequity.org 



 
“Civic self-determination”  

—Roger Cummings, Juxtaposition Arts 

 
 
“Creating space for  
people to set their own tables” 

—Alexie Torres Fleming, Access Strategies Fund  

 
 
“For whom?” 

—Geeta Pradhan, Boston Foundation 

 
 
“Enabling all residents 
 to engage in the prosperity of the city” 

—John Barros, City of Boston 

 



EQUITY... by design  
 
eq·ui·ty noun \ˈe-kwə-tē\ 
 
 
Leveling the playing field and providing access to opportunity  
 
: power and choice 
 
: education and knowledge 
 
: engagement in the process 
 
 
 



“You are most distinguished by 
your thunderous silence and 
your complete irrelevance.” 

 
 

Whitney Young, Jr. 
President, Urban League 

1968 AIA National Convention  

Image courtesy Beth Miller/Community Design Collaborative 
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 individuals and organizations that provide design services, 
education, and advocacy that help empower and enable people to 
engage in shaping and managing their environment 

 
Association for Community Design   communitydesign.org 

community design 
Pittsburgh Architects Workshop c.1968 
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publicinterestdesign.com 



publicinterestdesign.com 



ARCHITECTURE ORGANIZATIONS               aaonetwork.org 

Chicago Architecture Foundation 

SPUR: 
San Francisco 
Planning & Urban 
Research Association 
 

AIA Philadelphia 
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“We believe, because it is true, that people are 

affected by their environment, by space and scale, by 

color and texture, by nature and beauty, that they can 

be uplifted, made comfortable, made important.”    

   James Rouse, Founder, Enterprise Community Partners  

Image courtesy Rose Fellowship 
 



2011 AIA Latrobe Prize 







 Design Fund 

 Planning grants and 
technical assistance 
that help community 
groups hire architects 
and planners to turn 
ideas into projects 
that improve their 
neighborhoods 

 



 RenPlan®
 

 advice to help property 
owners plan improvements 
that add value to their 
homes and businesses 

 

 

 

 



This event allowed me the very best vantage point imaginable (from my 
bike) to see this beautiful city up close, and though I loved it before, I am 
now truly smitten with its beauty, grace and character. 

Pedal Pittsburgh Rider 

 

This event allowed me the very best 
vantage point imaginable to see this 
beautiful city up close, and though I 
loved it before, I am now truly 
smitten with its beauty, grace and 
character. 

Pedal Pittsburgh Rider 

  



The lecture series was eye opening and gave me new 
insight into what is possible here in Pittsburgh. The 
dialogue CDCP is facilitating by bringing these great 
urban thinkers is very important conversation and 
must continue. 
  

Sala Udin, Executive Director 
CORO Center for Civic Leadership 

  



 
 



THE RUDY BRUNER AWARD 
 
The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence (RBA) is a national award for 
urban places that promotes innovative thinking about the built environment. 
Established in 1987, the Award celebrates transformative urban places 
distinguished by design that considers form in conjunction with social, 
economic and environmental concerns. 
 







78 winners (1987-2015) 



Pike Place Market (1987) 
Seattle, WA 

Providence River Relocation 
Project (2003) Providence, RI 

 
 
Public Markets, Housing, Arts Organizations, Infrastructure, 
Transportation, Museums, Public Spaces… 
  

Portland Streetcar Project (2005) 
Portland, OR 

Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh 
(2007) Pittsburgh, PA 

Community Chalkboard (2009) 
Charlottesville, VA 

Project Row Houses (1997) 
Houston, TX 



 
 
…Housing, Educational Institutions, Work Force Development,  
Mixed-Use Developments, Homeless Shelters, Parks 
  

Inspiration Kitchens—Garfield Park 
(2013) Chicago, IL 

Millennium Park (2009) 
Chicago, IL 

Santa Fe Railyard (2011) 
Santa Fe, NM 

Gary Comer Youth Center (2011) 
Chicago, IL 

The Bridge Homeless Assistance 
Center (2011) Dallas, TX 

Parkside Preservation (1999) 
Philadelphia, PA 



 
 
THEMES 
  
 Vision and leadership 

 Engagement and capacity building 

 Collaborative partnerships 

 Leveraging the power of design 

 Anchoring projects in place 



2015 AWARD WINNERS 

GOLD MEDALIST 

Miller’s Court, Baltimore, MD 

 

SILVER MEDALISTS 

Falls Park, Greenville, SC 

Quixote Village, Olympia, WA 

Downtown Market, Grand Rapids, MI 

Uptown District, Cleveland, OH 

 
 



Vision and Leadership 

Miller’s Court 
Baltimore, MD  I  2015 Gold Medalist 
 
 Photo: Billy Michaels 



Engaging Community & Building Capacity 

Quixote Village 
Olympia, WA  I 2015 Silver Medalist 
 

Photo: Panza 



Collaborative Partnerships 

Uptown District 
Cleveland, OH   I  2015 Silver Medalist 
 

Photo: Stanley Saitowitz, Natoma Architects Inc 



Leveraging the Power of Design 

Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
Grand Rapids MI   I  2015 Silver Medalist 
 

Photo: Mike Buck 



Anchoring Projects in Place 

Falls Park on the Reedy 
Greenville SC  I  2015 Silver Medalist 
 

Photo: Rosales and Partners 



Vision and Leadership 

Miller’s Court 
Baltimore, MD  I  2015 Gold Medalist 
 
 

Photo: Billy Michaels 



Project Goals 
 

 Create high-quality affordable 
housing for teachers in a 
supportive environment 

 
 Create shared non-profit office 

space, providing opportunities for 
growth and collaboration 
 

 Spark revitalization in the 
surrounding Remington 
neighborhood 
 

 Generate economic activity, 
increased tax revenues, and new 
jobs 
 

 Improve teacher retention with 
Baltimore School District 
ultimately benefiting Baltimore’s 
school children. 
 

Photo: Seawall Development Company 
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“ “Miller’s Court offers a compelling, innovative 
approach to addressing the issue of education. It 
builds economic value and social capital by 
connecting teachers and nonprofits and 
improving the neighborhood.”  
 

2015 RBA Selection Committee 
 



Engaging Community & Building Capacity 

Quixote Village 
Olympia, WA  I 2015 Silver Medalist 
 

Photo: Panza 



Project Goals 
 

 To provide basic housing for 
homeless – a population that is 
“often traumatized, disabled, and 
burdened by deficits” – but 
resilient 

 
 To overcome community 

opposition and keep the tent camp 
alive 
 

 To support a community 
characterized by self governance 
of residents 
 

 A housing solution that is low-cost 
and provides a reduced carbon 
footprint 
 

 Provide a place that balances the 
need for privacy and distance from 
others with design that supports 
and promotes social interaction 
 

 Maintain a sense of community and 
common purpose 
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“A fascinating project that adapts the tiny house 
model to create an innovative design solution 
and changed perceptions about homelessness in 
the community.” 
 

2015 RBA Selection Committee 
 



Leveraging the Power of Design 

Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
Grand Rapids MI   I  2015 Silver Medalist 
 

Photo: Mike Buck 



Project Goals 
 

 Support entrepreneurship and 
innovation by providing vending 
opportunities, resource sharing 
and mentoring for farmers and 
food related entrepreneurs 

 
 Strengthen and celebrate the West 

Michigan food system 
 

 Promote public health, particularly 
with innovative approaches to 
addressing the area’s obesity 
epidemic 
 

 Bring diverse people together in an 
active public space through events, 
cooking demonstrations, and 
culinary and nutrition classes 
 

 Extend downtown development 
south from the Van Andel Arena 
 

 Create hundreds of jobs and 
substantial economic impact 
 

Photo: Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
 

















Photo: Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
 
 









Photo: Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
 
 



“The market leverages the farm to table 
movement to create a ‘food hub’ that addresses 
significant social impact goals”  
 

–2015 Selection Committee  

Photo: Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
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The future may be as much about 
“planting small seeds” as about 
“making big plans.” 

2013 Selection Committee 



“Cities have the capability of 
providing something for 
everybody only because, and 
only when, they are created 
by everybody.” 

 
-Jane Jacobs 

Image courtesy Beth Miller/Community Design Collaborative 
 



Thank you! 


